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Arab chemists such as Ibn Hayan and others were able to extract different anesthetic
compounds from local herbs for local or general anesthetization. Among the herbs used
for extractions were Hyoscyamous aureus, Opium and Cannabis sativa.

In Andalusia (Spain), Arab physicians, botanists and pharmacologists led by Ibn AlBitar
were able to introduce around 350 new plant species as medicinal herbs for freating
human diseases (lbn AlBitar, 1874).

Abu AlAbbas and other herbalists published several books and dictionaries on the use
of medicinal plants describing each plant species, the plant parts used, the preparation
procedure for each remedy and the freatment procedure of certain diseases

Avicenna published several books such as ‘Alkanoon Fi Altib’ (The roles of Medicine) in
addition to Rhazes book ‘AlHawy’ (The Comprehensive), which were translated into
different languages. These two books were the main literature in medicine a few
centuries ago and are still in use in different libraries in Europe.
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